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Source:  https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/EarlyLiteracyTechnicalAssistanceAppendices-Revised08-31-2016.pdf 

 
Programs identified locally as transitional kindergarten, prep kindergarten, or junior kindergarten and receive 1.0 funding in state aid are viewed as 

kindergarten programs by the Department of Education.  This funding is intended for kindergarten programming, which includes curricula and 

instruction aligned to Iowa Core, district determined assessments for kindergarten, and more recently, assessment addressing Early Literacy 

Implementation (ELI) legislation (281--Iowa Administrative Code 62).  Many times, this last component is addressed in the administration of FAST or 

other state-approved assessments.  In addition, kindergarten programs must also meet the instructional days/hours determined by the district, either 

following a calendar for number of days or a calendar based on instructional hours.  In general, based on guidance for instructional-hours-vs-days from 

2014, the elementary grade length of school day is 6 hours.  Because some districts have elected to offer half day kindergarten programming, the 

minimum requirement for kindergarten programming would be at minimum half of that length. So if the elementary grade length of day is 6 hours 

(based on the instructional hours versus days guidance) then the minimum requirement for the kindergarten length of day would be 3 hours. This 

would be reflected in the same number of days per week.  This figures out to be 15 hours weekly. 

 
For more information contact Jennifer Adkins  (515) 725-2219 
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